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[Summarized below are selected highlights of a recent Americas Watch Committee report:
Guatemala - News in Brief, No. 21. Developments Between Jan. 1-Feb. 29, 1988, edited by JeanMarie Simon. (Americas Watch offices: 36 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036; 739 Eighth Street
SE, Washington, DC 20003) In the first two months of 1988, selective violence increased, especially
in Guatemala City and Solola department. The violence is now attributed by the Guatemalan
government to "right-wing sectors" and paramilitary forces, in contrast to previous claims that
"common criminals" were responsible. Union leaders, Guatemala City's Archbishop, and some
government officials (excluding President Vinicio Cerezo and the Interior Minister) blame the
government security forces for the repression. In early January, 10 peasants from Santiago Atitlan,
Solola, were "disappeared" or killed; two weeks later, 7 peasants from neighboring San Lucas
Toliman were "disappeared." In the countryside the Guatemalan Army's "Year-End Offensive"
continued into early 1988. Some 2,000 refugees have been retrieved by Army and civil patrol
sweeps while other groups have come down from the mountains "voluntarily" following Army
bombings. While President Cerezo insisted that these bombings have not taken place, the Human
Rights Procurator, the Archbishop, and local residents confirmed allegations by peasants that
over 400 bombings have been conducted since Sept. 1987. President Cerezo visited the area on
Dec. 23 and met only with garrison commanders, claiming that security precautions prevented
him from talking with nuns at the convent adjacent to the military garrison. In Guatemala City,
three students affiliated with the state-run University of San Carlos (USAC) were abducted and
killed during a four-day period in mid-February by assailants driving vans without license plates.
According to the Agence France Presse, the number of killings averages 149 per month. (La
Hora, 02/12/88) The forensic pathologist from Santa Rosa announced that the 435 assassinations
recorded in the department during 1987 represented a 33% increase over the previous year. (Prensa
Libre, 01/16/88). Meanwhile, the US State Department, in its 1987 Country Report on Human
Rights Practices, claimed that politically-motivated abductions and killings declined for the fifth
consecutive year, and praised the Cerezo government for prosecuting security police forces for
crimes committed under the Cerezo government. According to the Report, "the situation...today
bears little resemblance to that of the early 1980's." Despite the State Department's claim that there
has been steady improvement in Guatemala's human rights record, almost no substantive measures
have been taken by the Guatemalan government toward effective human rights monitoring or
toward curbing abuses. On Jan. 22, some 200 members of the Mutual Support Group (GAM) walked
three miles to the office of the Human Rights Procurator and presented detailed information
on some 100 "disappearances." On Jan. 26, GAM held a press conference and reiterated its
denunciations, giving names of police and army officials allegedly responsible for "disappearances,"
plus license plates of kidnappers' vehicles. On Feb. 10, GAM publicly accused the Procurator's
office of failing to respond to its denunciations within the required one-week period. Although the
Christian Democrat tax reform package officially went into effect in November, there is no proof
that tax increases are being enforced; the government's proposed property assessment program,
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"auto-avaluo," has also been criticized by Guatemalan business leaders. Protests against the autoavaluo, staged in January in Totnicapan, a traditional Christian Democrat stronghold, drew 10,000
protesters. The rally was staged by right-wing political and business groups. The Army claims
that the guerrilla movement had declined from 12,000 in 1981, to 2,500 in 1986, to 1,000 in 1987. In
1987, according to the Army, 36 soldiers and 87 guerrillas were killed. The Guatemalan National
Revolutionary Unity coalition claimed 1,400 Army deaths and injuries. (Americas Watch provides
details of some battles between the Army and guerrillas.) Guatemalan police are receiving training
in Venezuela, and have received some 300 vehicles and motorcycles from Mexico and Spain.
Donations, grants and loans to the Guatemalan government as reported in the national press follow:
*United States: $30 million loan for basic educational assistance to be implemented in mid-1988.
*Inter-American Development Bank: $1.3 million for technical cooperation for the Communal
Training Program and Basic infrastructure Works. *Taiwan: 40 motorcycles. *Holland: Assistance in
at least 79 projects in 1987, most for the construction of schools, potable water systems, road projects
and agricultural support projects. The Dutch government also announced that it will donate $4
million to Guatemalan hospitals and health centers. *West Germany: 18 garbage trucks, with 22
more scheduled to be sent in the near future. *UNICEF: $400,000 toward studies and projects that
support poor neighborhoods. *Japan: $45 million loan to extend telephone service. [The remainder
of the update includes the names and circumstance of "disappearances" and kidnappings; a detailed
account of the press conference held by GAM on "disappearances" and killings in the past decade,
including cases from the past two years under Cerezo; a critique of the State Department's Human
Rights Report; report on the year-end offensive followed by a note on refugees who are slowly
returning to Guatemala from Mexican refugee camps; and, the accusation of the Interior Minister
that the Committee for Peasant Unity (CUC) was responsible for a massacre in 1980 in the Spanish
Embassy, and subsequent demand that the organization turn itself in for government amnesty. On
the 1980 massacre: Most of the dead were CUC members and student supporters. After making the
statement the Minister told Americas Watch that he had no substantive proof of CUC's involvement
in illegal activities.]
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